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er) as the Family was ſitting 
ä all together, the Converſation | 
happened to turn upon the Subject of 
Igoculating for the Small- Pox, on Oc- 
cafion of Maſter C——'s going to Tn 
for that very Purpoſe, . Every Body 5 
then preſent, I believe (as it is natural) Ty 
had ſomething to ſay upon this Topic 
Some contending with great Zeal for its, . . 
Uſe from the apparent Safety and Suc-, +» # 


© 


1 


ceſs with which it is attended: Others, . 
on the contrary, as warmly diſputing; 
againſt the Practice of a Thing, which, ' 3 
in their Opinion, ſeemed to carry a pals, « _ 8 
pable Diſtruſt of Providence alenng 
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of theſe Opinions, I, for my part Join d 
Sentiment with the 3 Side, not 
darling at the ſamé time, from an in- 
nate Modeſty and an Averſion to Con- 
tradiction, to offer much in its Behalf: 
But having ſimee had Opportunity of 
re- conſidering the Matter with myſelf, 
the Reflections which then, but tranſi- 
ently, and as it were like a Shadow, paſ- 
{ed over my Mind, have been finally 
confirmed by the irtefiſtible Oppoſition 
of Light and Evidence. 5 
Theſe Reflections, Sir, ſuch as they 
are, in Subſtance at leaſt, give me leave 
to trouble you with, and be aſſured T 
have not done it to dictate Arbitrary 
Reaſons for your own future Behaviour 
with reſpe& to Inoculation; but purely 
to vindicate an Opinion I then took up- 
on me to defend, and further to ſhe 
it is not deſtitute of 40! Argument for 
its Support. — But before 1 do this, it 
will be proper to inform you (by way 
of obviating a material Objection) that 
it is not out of an y Superſtition or exceſ- 
ſive Piety, neither; is it from Profeſſion 
Fam induced to preach againſt the Prac- 
tice of Inoculation, but totally from 
I Con- 


"a+ 


Convidicn of Conſcience and rational - 
„ the Matter in Dif- 

A of an indifferent Nature, 
[would be that in the World to ar. 
gue againſt it; ſome Perſons perhaps, 
blinded by the falutary Effects thence 
ariſing, may think it uch and may be 
apt enough to believe, that the Intenti- 
on is ſanctified by fuch demonſtrable 
Proofs of the Rectitude of eee 
as Sueceſs will give it: But, "Th 


Careat ſucceſſibus opto, 
PP; 2 1115 abeventu facta 2 | 


Thus Ovid, and even old honeſt Zſop, 
or his elegant Tranſlator will tell us, 
Succefſus ad perniciem multos devovet. 
To repeat. the ſeveral Circumſtances of 
the Fable, would be paying a mean 
Compliment to your ſuperior Under- 
ſtanding z. let it ſuffice o ſay, the Boy 
was — and very deſervedly, for 
his too great Preſumption. Not to 
multiply Inſtances, let me only obſerve 


this one, that if Succeſs or the Authori- 
ty of a Cuſtom is to denominate the Up- 
rightneſs of any Action, the Villany of 


the baſeſt U/urper that ever bead 
would 


(85 
would have been palliated, if not dig- 
nified by the Event, which. proved moſt 
fortunate to himſelf . No, Sir, you 
muſt be a better judge in Caſuiſtry than 
to make its good or bad Conſequence, 
the proper Teſt of the Truth of a 
Thing. Suppoſe then we allow Ino- 
culation all the Advantages the moſt 
prejudiced Advocate would chooſe to 
give it (tho I muſt confeſs, I am not 

quite clear, whether there be not ſome 
Phyfical Inconveniences attending it) 
but however, leaving hat to the Gen- 
tlemen of the Faculty to determine, 
are we to reſt here and overlook the 
Motive or Reaſon for ſuch a Practice ? 
It is certainly one of a moral Kind, as 
importing no leſs in a Parent, than the 
good or bad Treatment of his Child; 
in this Light then let us conſider it; let 
us fairly canvaſs the Motive, and trace 
it up to its very Source, and I flatter 
myſelf we ſhall be able to find out it 
has its Riſe in groſs Turpitude and 
Malignity ; in other Words, that it is 
diſtruſting Providence in effect, tho” 
perhaps not immediately and directly; 
Hliftory of Oliver Cromcuel: 


31. 


or 


(>) 
or I you'chooſe, We will call it 74mpr- 
ing Providence, as it puts the Child up- 
on the hazard of Life, and is therefore 
- unneceffarily calling for his e 
dence during the Courſe of the O 


tion, becauſe it may poſſibly fail of 


Succeſs, which Experience ſhews to 
be what ' ſometimes, tho perhaps ſel- 
dom, happens. I fay, there is a poſi 
bility the Child may do otherwiſe:than 
well, and upon that Account he ſtands 
in need of he peculiar Aid and ever 
wakeful Eye of Providence; and all this 
to gratify — The Love ſhall J call 
it, or rather the Folly of a fond Parent? 
who is ſo enamour'd with his little Off- 
| ſpring, the "ſweet Pledge! of conjugal 
Endearment, that in order to ſecure to 


him an imaginary laſting Benefit Ayo 


ſanguine Preſumption may be apt 10 
term it a ſort of Patent for long Life) 
he very indly gives him the Chats: 
of loſing a real Bleſſing, of which the 
Child is already in Poſſeſſion. The 


Parent indeed Ju not think ſo, pre- 


ſuming upon the promiſed Succeſs, by 
which he is partly induced to act thus, 
* 2 only, it ſeems, the Good 
| that 
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of Life and Death, and conſequently 
ber we hm A Right that manifeſtly 
does 3 
the ſecondary Canſe of bringing him 
into the World, yan have no Autnority 
to ſend! him out. again, neit 
vor in any other Manner, which, for 
aught you know to the COntrary, may 
be bis. Fate, notwithſtanding you do 
not intend it. But 8 this 
does not prove true, ſuch a Proceeding 


ed, as coming from-a Motive founded 
oniy in Falſehood and Error. — Fou 
indeed may fancy yourſelf actuated by 


1 
that may be derived do him from o 

doing. But what is ſucha Conduct, let 
me aſl, but doing Evil, in hopes that 
Good may come of it? — That it is 
doing Evil appears from what has been 
Jaid above, — * is an unwartantable 
Provocation of that Being, in whoſe 
Hands alone, are 1 the Iſſurs 


rerogative is then infringed, 


to us. Tho 


you was 


is altogether unjuſtifiable and 3 


a nobler Principle; but if you will pleaſe 


impartially to examine your own Mind, 
and carefully look into your 
—— it Ewell appear i that it really 


Ideas, lam 


is, 


(9) 
"Ing; Decept 10h and Miſtake. = What 
you . call intentional Good to 
your Child, is nothing more than a baſe 
Self- love, lurking at the bottam of your 
Affection, which ſometimes by an un- 
controul d Impulſe, peculiar to the ani- 


mal Part of us, hurries a Man on to 
tranſgreſs the Bounds of Truth and 
Rea ſon; and till I ſee a Perſon, who 
has Philoſophy enough to ſacrifice eve- 
ry parental Tie, every tender Affection 
to the Will of Heaven, I ſhall not at all 
wonder at his giving in to the faſhiona- 
ble Mode we are now ſpeaking of.— Tis 
very poſſiblel may live to be blind before 
I ſhall ſee ſuch an uncommon Sight: 
But be that as it will; Truth is never 
the leſs: ſuch for being out of Faſhion, 
neither muſt we pretend to deny there 
is no ſuch. Thing in pn becauſe 
ſame People pertiaps nes through a 
Spirit of Pride, and in pliance with 
a'genteel Cuſtom, act as if there was 
not. — I, who do not ſtand in the fame 
Relation with yourſelf, may be well e- 
 nough ſuppoſed to ſpeak without Par- 
tiality or Affection, and for that Rea - 
ſon may, without Vanity, be allowed — 

B ee 


428 9 

ſee the Propriety of what I am recom- 
mending with greater Clearneſs and 
Perſpicuity ; and permit me to repeat 
it a ſecond Time, it appears after ma- 
ture Deliberation, to be not only contra- 
ry to natural Reaſon, but alſo to the plain 
Evidence of Scripture. — I mention 
Scripture, becauſe writing to one, who 
I make. no Doubt, acknowledges its 
Direction as the proper Rule and deci- 
five Standard of human Action, — Tis 
true a Prohibition againft inoculating 
for the Small-Pox. does not make the 
eleventh Precept of the moral Law, nei- 
ther indeed is it particularly ſpoken of 
in either of the other ten; but if pluck- 
ing out a right Eye, or cutting off a 
right Hand, may be allow'd to contain 
the force of a Command, and to imply 
neither more nor leſs than an implicit 
Submiſſion to his Diſpoſal, who alone 
gave us thoſe Affections, then the Con- 
duct impeached is a peremptory Breach - 
of the ſame, and 1s conſequently inde- 
fenſible. 

Here perhaps, you may be forward 
to reply, General Aſſertions will not paſs 
for indubitable "ray, and _ I 

ave 


(ou) 
have taken for granted, not proved the 
Matter in Diſpute, Well then, let us 
proceed to examine further into the 
Merits of the Motive call'd in Queſti- 
on, or to vindicate the Propoſition laid 
down, viz. that it has its Frandation in 
Self-love prompting your Compliance 
with this iniquitous Practice (tho gloſ- 
ſed over with the ſpecious Name of na- 
tural Good) in open Violation of mo- 
ral Decency and providential Reſigna- 
tion, — The Thing ſhews itſelf, and 
beſpeaks in the moſt perſuaſive Lan- 
guage, an irreligious Defire to perpetu- 
ate the Relation ſubſiſting between you 
and your Child, by a reproveable Arti- 
fice, or, which is all one, to prevent his 
being taken off in the natural Way, 
which you think by much the more 
dangerous of the two. Now, what is 
this but to place more Confidence in 
the Hands of a Surgeon, than you chooſe 
to do in the great Phy/ician of Souls? 
s not this the Caſe? Come, ſpeak 
out, do, and confeſs the whole Matter ; 
— Art provides far better for us than 
e «N ature, — elſe, why this Precaution ? 
2 * this "FT againſt the F 

. cc 0 
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40 of Death? Surely you have ſomething 
« to loſe, or why this Hurry ? — this 
« Trepidation?” , — If 1 miſtake not, 
this or ſomething like this, is your 
Reaſoning upon the Subject. Ma- 
« ny and ſweet are the Moments I 
e propoſe to myſelf from filial Felici- 
ce tation, but in order to make theſe 
« Hours of dear Delight /afting, I muſt 
ic have Recourſe to Trick, Puackeriſm, 
«© and Evaſion : There is a cruel Ty- 
ce rant that ravages the human Species, 
«© under the ghaſtly Garb of Corrupti- 
te on and Mortality, but againſt this 
et Deſtroyer of our Race, the Sagacity 
« of Man has invented (and let me add) 
« the Impicty of Man has put in Prac- 
« tice, a Stratagem which in a great 
60 Meaſure diſarms and robs him of the 
« Power to kill: Hither will I repair 
te for Refuge, being determined to 
« withſtand this or any other Enemy 
* that ſhall do Violence to one I love as 
« my very ſelf, nay, better than every 
« Thingelſe beſide. Begone, ye Meſ- 
« ſengers of Fate! advance not within 
« the Circle of that Happineſs I have 
c mark'd out for my elf, eſt I be 
oy tempt» 


N 


(13) 

* tempted to reproach ' him wrhiofe 
ec Delegates you are.. This 
brings to my Memory the threatening 
Charge of Neptune to the bluſtering 
Winds, for ruffling the fair Boſom of 
the peaceful Ocean, and his conclud- 
ing with a Declaration to have no fort 
of Connection with their Commiſſio- 
ner: e ee 2 | 


mn—_— ſc jattet. in Auld 

Solus, et clauſoVentorumCarcere regnet. 
Bat to return, if this be a. fair Copy of 
the Sentiments of a fond Parent, or ra- 
ther the hidden Eloquence of Aﬀection, 
in St. Paul's Definition, carnal Reaſon- 
ing, and I make no manner of Queſtion 
but it is, being taken from the original 
Life, what, in all juſt Acceptation, can 
theſe Words be ſuppoſed to mean, but 
the Preference of ſuch Affection to e- 
very other Conſideration? What if we 
call it a kind of childiſb ſelf Idolatry (I- 
deas ever inſeparable) Idolatry, ſhall we 
wrong it by giving it that Name? If 
ſetring up an improper Object of Love 
in the room of a more rational and ſub- 
limer one, be characteriſtic of this 
Crime, 


ER 
Crinie, then I fee no great Imprapriety 
in branding it with that infamous Title. 
— Now all this the Admirers of Inocu- 
lation ſeem to be gyilty of, tho' they 
pretend not to know it, and the better 
to cover the blackneſs of their Conduct 
from themſelves, and the Cenſure of 
others who condemn the Practice, they 
11 endeavour to exculpate themſelves, by 
alledging the Juſtice of their Motive, or 
1 to ſcreen their want of Faith (if I may 
q ſo call it) a rational, not preſumptive 
| Faith, under the honourable Pretence 
of providing well for their Children, 
Thus do they oppoſe one Motive to an- 
other, overlooking the higher Obliga- 
tion, for no other Reaſon, but to in- 
dulge an illaudable Paſſion, or to gratify 
what it really is, a baſe Self-love. I 
would not be underſtood as pleading 
for an univerſal Diſcharge of natural 
Affection, when I am only ſhewing its 
Abuſe, and to what Lengths this po- 
werful Byaſs may ſometimes carry us: 
No; let theſe tender Senſations of our 
Compoſition have all the Liberty to 
exert themſelves that Reaſon and good 
Senſe will allow; within theſe _— 
et 


(15) 


let them freely operate; and I heartily 
with the fond Parentto taſte every Sweet 
of filial Satisfaction, in the moſt elevat- 
ed Improvement. In this Place, twould 
be an unpardonable Omiſſion not to re- 
mark the Obſervation of a great Judge, 
and Maſter of nice Penetration, — that 
the Ladies are generally ſeen to be the 
warmeſt Friends to the Cauſe, eſpecial- 
ly when their all is concerned, and their 
Hopes united in one alone; which by 
the way is no bad Argument for my 
Purpoſe, as it ſhews at leaſt how the 
force of Affection inclines, or that it is 
moſt predominant, where there is moſt 
of the tender. — The high Eſteem and 
Veneration J entertain for this moſt/ove- 
ly partof the Creation, will not ſuffer me 
to affirm they never keep within the 
Limits of Moderation, and the ſtr: ¶- 
conomy of a Mother; but in the preſent 
Caſe I humbly apprehend theſe Limits 
are tranſgreſs'd, and People ſeem to be 
running headlong into Madneſs and 
Folly, — The favourers of this Opinion, 
I know, are not willing to let it paſs for 
ſuch, and, ſpite of every Remonſtrance 
to the contrary, are reſolutely bent to 
I con- 


E. + 8 
conſult the Good of their Children (as 
they call it) by providing a ſort of Se- 
curity againſt the fear of Death. Why, 
ſay you, ſhould not we provide for them 
in this, as well as in any other way? 
Why do we cloathe them? Why do we 
give them Phyſick? In ſhort, why do 
we make, uſe every Method to do them 
good? And does this argue a Diſtruſt of 
Providence? What, a Man muſt have 
no Religion becauſe he does all he can 
to preſerve his Child, muſt he? What 
think you of Inoculation now, Mr. 
Providence? — Why, think, Sir, I think 
juſt the very ſame I did before? Give me 
leave to ſay, either of theſe is by no. 
means a ſimilar Caſe: Surely there is a 
wide Difference between preſerving and 
deſtroying, at leaſt hazarding the Health, 
if not the Life of a Child, - of warding 
off a Diſtemper and bringing one on: 
Beſides, the firſt is done out of a far diffe- 
rent Motive, which in all moral Caſes 
is principally to be attended to, and is 
conſiſtent with every Principle of Reli- 
gion, as concurring with, not counter- 
acting the eſtabliſh'd Laws of Nature. — 
The latter is a folemn mocking of Pro- 
vidence, 


( 17) 
vidence, if there be any ſuch Thing in 
the Univerſe, and implies at leaſt a tacit 
Reflection on his Government over the 
human Race. However indulge your 
Fancy, and enjoy your Humor; but 
if your Child ſhould happen to miſcar- 
ry, and baffle the Skill of this /zvely 
Invention, and God knows this poſſibly 
may be his Fate, notwithſtanding its 
pretended Infallibility, I won't ſay as a 
judicial Puniſhment for your Preſump- 
tion, how can you, with any Propriety 
in the World, utter that pious Excla- 
mation of the illuſtrious Patriarch, 
« The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
te taken away; bleſſed be the Name of 
t the Lord;” when you yourſelf was 
the remote Occaſion of his being taken 
away? In ſuch a diſconſolate Situation, 
ſhould it happen to be your ingle Lot, 
I may, without pretending to prophe- 
tic Spirit, foretell to you many painful 
and uneaſy Hours of Reflection, conſe- 
quent upon ſuch an unexpected Cata- 
ſtrophe. Conſcience, to uſe a popular 
Phraſe, would not fail to fly in your 
Face, and make the unwelcome Appli- 
cation to you; in __ Words, it would 
not 


( 18 ) 
not fail to ratify (to your great Sorrow 


the Truth of what Iam now inculcating 
in liuelier Colours than can be painted 


by the moſt lettered Pen in the World. 


Is not this then a preſumptive Argument 
of the Unlawfulneſs of the Thing? But 
we hope better Things, and for once 


let us allow your Child to recover out 


of the Temptation into which you un- 


juſtly led him. Can this Circumſtance, 
tho favourable to him, alter the T hing 


itſelf? Does it more than turn your 
Heavineſs into Joy, and cloathe you 


with a Robe of complacential Gladneſs, 


inſtead of Sackcloth and Aſhes? By 


this lucky Reverſe indeed your Conſci- 


ence is lulled aſleep, and the Infatuation 
which took place before, is continued 
after the Danger is over; that is, you 
eſcape thoſe ſevere Laſhes of Guilt, for 
want of a Monitor, a caſual Mirror to 
apply it to your Reaſon, which you 
would moſt aſſuredly have met with, 
upon another Suppoſition. For want 
of ſuch a Monitor, ſuch a Light ſome- 
times accidentally ſtruck out of the 
Flint (pardon the Expreſſion) of cutting 
Calamity, we often 'bevilder ourſelves - 


in 


{-19 ) 


in the Field of moral Deportment. ro 
ſpeak without Metaphor or Alluſion, 
we often come to a Knowledge of our- 
ſelves, and are awakened out of the Le- 
thargy of Error by ſome ſecret Hints 
the inviſible Hand of Providence throws 
in our Way; to which permit me to 
add, that whoever deſpiſes, or, what is 
the ſame Thing, won't be at the pains 
to ſearch for Light in his own Breaſt, or 
amongſt the Pages of revealed Inſtruc- 
tion, will ſtand in need of many ſuch 
Hints to guard him againſt the Rocks 
of Falſhood and Deluſion. Did-ever 
this Obſervation receive ſuch Confirma- 
tion of its. Truth, as in the Caſe before 
us? Where People under the colourable 
Diſguiſe of doing Good, are, it may be, 
inſenſibly committing whatis Wrong, — 
But after all, what is this ſo much 
boaſted. Good? Is it any thing more 
than. the bare Shadow of one? Believe 
me, Sir, tis no eaſy Matter for human 
F orefight always to diſcern what is real, 
ſubſtantial, Good. — The many wild 
and irregular Reſolutions form'd in con- 
ſequence thereof, is undeniable Proof 
what, the Opinion of Mankind is, at 
2 beſt 


5 , 

beſt unſettled and verſatile. How ma- 
ny Thouſands do every Day deſire, and 
even hunt after Stones, Serpents, Stings, 
and Adders, when they intended only to 
catch Bread? Leave it, let me beſeech 
you to leave it, to his Diſcretion, who is 
the Author and Giver of every good and 
perfect Gift to conſult for the Wellfare 
of your Child in the Way of Nature. 
"Tis very poſſible he may live all his 
Life- time without ever catching, and, 
catching it, may do well; but if it be 
his Lot to die by this, as by one of the 
thouſand natural Shocks that Fleſn is 
Heir to, remember, his Conſummation 
may be attended with. divine Succour, 
e and he may be refreſhed in the Multi- 
* tude of his Mercy, who maketh every 
« good Man's Bed in his Sicknefs,” 
This ſpirited Quotation from the royal 
Pſalmiſt will be no improper Intro- 
duction to another equally noble, being 
a fine Repreſentation of the Diftreſt 
Mother exhibited in Holy Writ; as 
beautiful a Mourning-Piece perhaps as 
is to be met with in any Author, facred 
of prophane. The Shades are elegantly 
fet off by the Rays of divine Light, * 
| 4 4 
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the whole forms, in the Conception of 
Piety, a moſt agreeable Contraſt, I 
mean no other than the vulgar Story of 
Hagar and Iſhmael : As I know you to 
have a Taſte for good Painting, will, if 
you pleaſe, favour you with a sight of 
the Original itſelf: And God faid un- 
% to Abraham, Let it not be grievous in 
« thy Sight, becauſe of the Lad and 
« becauſe of thy Bond- Woman. In all 
« that Sarab hath faid unto thee, hear- 
« ken unto her Voice; for in Iſaac 
« ſhall thy Seed be called: And alſo 
« of the Son of the Bond- Woman will 
« I make a Nation, becauſe he is 2% 
ce Seed: And Abraham roſe up early 
« in the Morning, and took Bread, and 
4a Bottle of Water, and gave it unto 
« Hagar (putting it on her Shoulder)! 
« and the Child, and ſent her away; 
« and ſhe departed, and wandered in 
e the Wilderneſs of Beer-Sheba : And 
« the Water was ſpent in the Bottle, 
« and ſhe caſt the Child under one of 
« the Shrubs: And ſhe went and fat 
« her down over-againſt him, a good 
« Way off, as it were a Bow-ſhot ; for 
50 * the faid, let me not ſee the Death of 
<« the 
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e the Child. And ſhe ſat over-a gainſt 
him, and lift up her Voice and _ : 
« And God heard the Voice of the 
% Lad: And the Angel of God called 
E to Hagar out of Heaven, and ſaid 
« unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? 
« fear not, for God bath heard theVoice 
« ofthe Lad where he is: Ariſe, lift up 
<« the Lad, and hold him in thine Hand ; 
« for I will make him a great Nation: 
« And God opened her Eyes, and ſhe 
« ſaw a Well of Water; and ſhe went, 
« and filled the Bottle with Water, 
« and gave the Lad Drink; and God 
« was with the Lad, and he grew, and 
« dwelt in the Wilderneſs, and be- 
ce came an Archer: And he dwelt 
« in the Wilderneſs of Paran : 
« And his Mother took him a Wife 
te out of the Land of Egypt. Now, 
what if inſtead of the temporal Life to 
which Iſhmael 'was reſtored from the 
very point of Expiration, we ſubſtitute 
an immortal one, can you think your 
Child will be a loſer by ſuch a Commu- 
tation? — And for your ow part, the 
Submiſſion you ſo readily yielded tothe 
wiſe Diſpoſer of all Events, will prove 
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a never - failing Fund of Conſolation in 
this ſaid Hour of Tears, which will 
abundantly compenſate for the Evil ſu- 
ſtain'd (if the moſt exalted Happineſs 
can be called ſuch) and doubly repay 
your Loſe. — Theſe are Comforts, Sir, 
you muſt not pretend to expect, in like 
Circumſtances, upon the other Scheme, 
unleſs you perſiſt to think as you acted, 
fooliſhly. —Sorrow and Compunction of 
Heart for theLoſs of your Iſſue, Remorſe. 
of Conſcience for the Guilt you have 
thereby incurr'd'awaits you as your Lot 
and your Portion forever, A ſad and de- 
plorable State this, deſerving the Condo- 
lence of every humane and benevolent 
Breaſt; and ſhould it be myFortune ever 
to ſee you labouring under the Preſſure of 
ſuch accumulated Trouble, ſhall really 
pity you from the bottom of my Heart.— 
o prevent, if poſſible, ſuch a Load of 
complicated Miſery from falling to your 
Share, is the principal Intention of this 
Letter; and I flatter myſelf with Hopes 
of its having the deſired Effect, after 
what has been already, and what yet 
remains to be ſaid. | 
| But 
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But I correct myſelf; and muſt 
frankly confeſs, that notwithſtanding 
my preſent pregnant Hopes of Succeſs 
from theſe my Endeavours, I am ſtill 
under ſome ſmall Apprehenſions of 
Doubt, occaſioned by a riſing Cloud 
that invelops the Proſpect, upon hear- 
ing, or ſeeming to hear, your Anſwer to 
this Queſtion, —What do you think of 
Inoculation now, Sir? think, why, juſt 
the very ſame as I did, — I knew all 
this before the Preacher ſaid ever a 
Word, — You have told me nothing 
neu, Sir; no, Sir, nothing at all; *tis 
mere common-place Stuff, and for your 
Pains, you deſerve a Name amongſt 
the Groupe of Proſe-Drivelers in the 
Old Woman's Dunciad. 


Tam, S I X, 
Nour fincere Well-wiſher, 

| And moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, &c. 


A 


PARALLEL 


BETWEEN 


The Scripture Notion of Divine 
: Reſignation, 


AND 


'T he Modern Practice of receiving the 
SMALI-Pox by INoCULATION : 


IN 


A Second LETTER to a Gentleman, 
wherein the Opinion of Dr. Doddridge is 
particularly rakenNotice of,and examined, 


— » 


He that loveth Father or Mother more than me, is not 
* worthy of me; and he that loveth Son or Daugh- 
ter more than me, is not worthy of me, 


He that findeth his Life ſhall loſe it, and he that loſeth | 
his Life for my Sake, ſhall find it. | 


Speaking the Truth in Lowe. 


D 
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A 


PARALLEL, Ge. 


Dear Sir, we 


HE moſt intereſted Concern 
for the Happineſs of my Fel- 
- low-Creatures, join'd to a ſupe- 
rior Reverence towards the great Au- 
thor of Nature, will, I queſtion not, be 
a ſufficient Apology for troubling you 
once more on the Subject of Inoculati- 
en. — Tt was this Concern in a great 
Meaſure, which induced me to do it 
at firſt, and the ſame till pleads moſt 
importunately with me to addreſs you 
a ſecond Time, believing it to be the 
Duty of every Man to remonſtrate a- 
gainſt the Practice, as not only reflecting 
Diſhonour upon the Deity itſelf, but 
introductory alſo in its remoter Conſe- 
quences of moral Evil, as will more 
plainly appear in the Sequel of my Let- 
2 ter. 
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ter. But it ſeems the good and pious 
Deſign of thoſe whq eſpouſe this Side of 
the Queſtion, has been ſuſpected of Ma- 
levolence, by a Gentleman whoſe Pro- 
feſſion ſhould incline Bim to think cha- 
ritably of all Mankind, -- How bad 
ſoever human Nature is in other Re- 
ſpects, I can hardly be prevailed upon 
to think that any one would ſacrifice 
the Lives of Thouſands, by condemning 
a Thing of real, public Benefit (could it 
be proved to be ſach) for the poor Satiſ- 
faction of maintaining a private Hypo- 
theſis: No; the View atleaſt; muſt be 
allow'd to be charitable, whatever Con- 
ſtruction is put upon it by Perſons wo 
differ from us in Opinion. Idoubt 
not, you will preſently conclude I have 
my Eye upon a Treatiſe publiſhed not 
long ſince by the Rev. Dr. Doddridge, 
in Vindication of this lately received 
Cuſtom. As I had not the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing this ingenious Work, nor any 
other, 'till after I had given you my 
Thoughts upon the Subject, the Peruſal 
has ſuggeſted to me freſh Matter of Ar- 
gument, which may tend to illuſtrate 
our 
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our former Reaſoning, and conſequent- 
ly to fix the Judgement on the ſolid, 
unſhaken Bottom of Truth. 

Io this End, let us, if you pleaſe; run 
the Parallel between the Scripture No- 
tion of divine Reſignation, and the main 
of the Defendants Arguments; if in con- 
cluſion we find them to meet and claſh 
with each other, then we may very 
fairly turn the Tables upon himſelf. 
Now, Moſes begins his Hiſtory with 
giving us an Account of the Creation by 
the powerful Energy of one, ſupreme, 
benevolent, ſelf-exiſtent Principle, which 
may properly enough be conceived by 
the Term— God. This Account 
implies, that the World did not ſpring 
out of Nothing, without a producing 
Cauſe, as the Reſultonly of Chance, Fate, 
Sc. or the Effect of unguided Matter 
and Motion: Above all, he labours to 
convince his Reader, that Man was the 
excellent Work of this molt excellent 
Creator; between whom and the Thing 
created, there is manifeſtly a Relation 
ſabſiſting, which conſtitutes in intelli- 
gent Creatures what is meant by Reli- 
gion. 
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gion. Creation implies 'Depetidente | 
Dependence, Reſignation; Reſignation; 
Piety. Accordingly he has charactered 
the Want of it in the Inſtance of the firſt 
Woman's refuſing Obedience to an extet⸗ 
nal prohibitory Law, warring, in the 
Apoſtle's Phraſe, againft the Lau in ber 
Members. Tis very remarkable that the 
Temptation which prompted the Wo- 
man to tranſgreſs the divine Law; is the 
ſame, as to the Motive, that originally 
prompts a Perſon to ſubmit to Inocula- 
tion, We do not ſuppoſe in either 
Caſe, that it is folely for the fake of 
ſimple Diſobedience, but for the fake of 
gratifying a clamoreus Appetite. It 
is not my Intention to treſpaſs upon 
your Patience by producing a long De- 


tail of Quotations, or to exemplify it in 
a Multiplicity of Inſtances; but allow- 


ing this part of the Hiſtory to relate a 
plain Matter of Fact (and I ſee no Rea- 


ſon to diſpute its Veracity) it will fol- 


low that the Religion of Adam, Abra- 
ham, and all the Antediluvian Fathers 
conſiſted in a paſſive Reſignation to the 
Commands of God. Continue the Suc- 

| ceſſion 
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pel, and 


cating the 


ſame important Leſſon to 


thoſe who will embrace and condeſoend 
Godlike Precepts. 
ure, by bidding us 


in Humility to its 
f ** true, the Scriptu 
to ſearchtheſe . of divine Truth, 


does not deſite us to yield an implicit 
Aſſent to its Doctrines, without firſt 


examining their Evidence in the Way 


of Argument and rational Diſquiſition; 


but when once the Mind is fully con- 


vinced of the Truth of the Propoſition, 


then it requires an unreſerved Obedi- 


ence; and Obedience raiſed upon a Con- 
viction ſo founded, perfects a Faith, 
which is every where declared to be 


unto, Salvation. 


From what has been ad, the fol- I 
lowing Corollary is eaſily deducible, 


Viz. that every Man, who would act 
up to the — of his Nature is 


obliged to pay an implicit, unfeigned 
Reſignation to the Will of God: Faith 
in Theory, is Obedience in Practice: 
By implicit Reſignation, I mean, uſing 
ſuch Methods for our Preſervation, as 


fall 


he $999) down to the Times of the Goſ⸗ 
you find it every where incul- 
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fall in orderly with the Nature off 
Things, and ate agreeable to Reaſon, 
Virtue, 
Means are to be uſed for the Prolonga- 
tion oſ Life, but we may not prolong it 
at the Expence of any of theſe. Tis 
« obvious then, that we are to depend 
<« upon the Care of Providence only in 
<« the Way of our Duty: But whether 
Inoculation be a Duty, comes next to 
be conſidered. 1 
Our Author begins with etugnitiog 
the many dreadful Effects the Diſtem- 
per is attended with in the natural Way, | 
and therefore propoſes receiving it by 
Inoculation, as the likelier Expedient to 


quence. 


gle at the Thing, and ſcruple the A 
cation of ſo innocent a Remedy, hi 


and Truth. Diſcretionary 


prevent its Malignity and fatal Conſe- 
But leſt any one ſhould * Bog- 


pfl 
des 


on to aſſiſt his Meditations by telling 
him, When Dangers ſurround us, the 
Principle of Self- Preſer vation, will 
“ put us upon enquiring how we may 


0 


cc 
cc 


cc 


eſcape. 


To neglect our own Safety 


is to ſink below the Brutes them- 
ſelves, 


who by natural Inſtinct, 
* avoid 
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« avoid the Evils to which they are 
« expoſed.” 
It muſt be confeſt, the Deſtruction 
it deals around is a Truth as notorious 


as it is tragical: We have Reaſon in 
almoſt every Place where it has ſet up 
its Standard, to take up a Lamentation 
and to weep over it, how is the City 
« become a Deſolation!” And as to 
particular Perſons, eſpecially ſuch as 
are arrived to a State of Manhood, 
« whoſe Breaſts,” in the expreſſive | 
Language of an inſpired Writer, © are 
ee full of Milk, and their Bones are 
«© moiſtened with Marrow; a Proſ- 
pect of this kind muſt he peculiarly 
alarming. — Human Nature ſhudders 
even at a diſtant Probability of Diſſo- 
lation, and I don't Wag that the 
- Fleſh even of a good Man trembles in 
this Extremity, and is afraid of his 
Judgments, A Man in a time of Se- 
curity, and when Danger ſeems to be 
removed far from him, may be able to 
harangue a Stoical Rhapſody in Con- 
tempt of Death, and, at a near Approach 


of the pale Speate, the Viſage of his 
E Coun- 


TIE 
Countenance change, and his Knees, 
like Belſbazzer s, when he ſaw the 
Hand-writing upon the Wall, „ ſmite 
«© one againſt the other; for, It is 
t not the Pomp of Words, or pedant 
« Diſſertation, that can ſuſtain thee in 
e that Hour of Terrors; Books have 
ce taught Cowards Courage to talk nobly 
« of it, but when the Trial comes, they 
« ſtart and ſtand aghaſt,” ——— But 
what 1s all this to the Purpoſe? — Are 
we to argue from hence for the Law- 
fulneſs of Inoculation? Is an Argu- 
ment drawn only from Fear or Paſſion, 
conclufive againſt the clearer Evidence 
of cool Reaſon ? — Indeed, it looks as 
if this had been the Caſe with our Au- 
thor, whoſe top Argument ſeems to 
have been dictated by Fear and not Rea- 
ſon. But if this Method be allow'd in 
Inquiries after Truth, what harm is 
there for a Perſon, juſt ready to ſtarve 
with Hunger, to ſteal for his Preſerva- 
tion? The Fear in this Man may be 
as ſtrong as in the other, and his 
Temptation increaſed by the additional 
_ Circumſtance of Hunger, which the 
2 >.> —_— 
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other has not to plead in his Behalf; 
| 268 Stealing is a Crime condemned 
both by the Laws of God and Man. 
e But a Thief. defrauds' another of his 
Right andProperty,and tis that marks 
te the Baſeneſs of the Action.“ And 
do you not in the other Inſtance, and 
that in a much more flagrant Manner? 
Is it not robbing him of his Right, who 
by an indefeaſible Property, „killeth 
„ and maketh alive? As ſtealing 
Fire from an Altar, of old, was a Profa- 
nation of the Divinity to whom it was 
dedicated. 

Again, It ſeems it is a Sign of Stopi- 
dity to be indolent in a Caſe of Danger, 
where one's Life is at Stake: Wen are 
told,“ That a prudent Man foreleeth 
ce the Evil, and hideth himſelf; but 
« Fools paſs on, and are puniſhed.” It 
is acknowledged, and that is a wife 
ſay ing, 
LL Tum mea res agitur, cum proximus 

ardet 

Uccalegon. 


For a Man to lie ſtill in bis Bed, with 
his Eyes open, when his Houſe is going 
E 2 * to 
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to be wrapt up in Flames, is a Mark af 
extreme Madneſs indeed; ſuch a one 
juſtly ſuffers the Reward of his Folly, in 


being burnt alive, and he muſt in the 
Decifion of every impattial Judge, be 
deemed acceſſory to his own Death: 
Such an unthinking Behaviour as this 
in any Man, is not Faith, but unwar- 
rantable Preſumption. But how can 
it be call'd diſregarding Calamity (to 
uſe his own Words) for a Man to make 
a religious Improvement of the Small- 


Pox in his Neighbourhood, by abſtain- 


ing from Inoculation, and reſigning 
himſelf with the Spirit of a Philoſo- 
pher and a Chriſtian, to bis folemn Vi- 
fitation, © in whoſe Hands our Breath 
« is, and whoſe are all our Ways?” — 
In this important Criſis, when the Day 


is coming, which may poſſibly deter- 
mine his Fate, it behoves him to keep 


his Ground, like a brave and faithful 
Soldier, and to ſay with St. Peter, 
c tho' I ſhould even die with thee, I 


* will not deny thee,” —— To fly to 


ſhelter in the Arms of Inoculation is 
rank Cowardice, and a criminal Deſer- 
tion 


MS). -- {4 
tion of bis Lord and Maſter.” Here 
E ſee the force of the Argument ta- 
ken from Fear, how it betrays the Sue 

cours of Reaſon, and drives + Man on 
to human Confidence and Security: 
But permit me to obſerve, if a Conduct 
like this be juſtifiable; then we need no 
longer tie ourſelves up to a Law which 
ought to oblige reaſonable Creatures, 
ſince we may govern our Actions by one 
that is ſuited much better to the Nature 
of the Brutes above-mentioned: And 
if Men are at Liberty to do no more 
than ' their Paſſions ſuggeſt, without 
regard had to Morality or Religion, 
tt then farewel Virtue, and whatſoever 
«© Things are lovely, whatſoever Things 
« are of good Report.” Certainty 
ceaſes of courſe, and Scepticiſm and 
Infidelity muſt be introduced in its 
room. But notwithſtanding this ſelf- 
evident bad Conſequence, it is poſitive- 
ly aſſerted, that when Dangers ſurround 
us, Self-Preſervation becomes a neceſſa- 
ry Duty, tho' ſecured by the Loſs of 
Truth, becauſe we ought not to neg- 
lect the Duties of our Station and civil 
Bulinels, 


Murder, Experience is Evidence not 
0 
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Buſineſs, for I know not what ſuperſti- 


tious Whims in Religion, the former 
being of infinitely more Value and high- 
er Obligation, 1. e. what is Duty at one 
Time, is not ſo at another. Tis true, 


our Opponent does not own it to be 


effected by the Loſs of Truth, but at- 
tempts to juſtify his equivocal Virtue (if 
I may ſo call it) by inſiſting upon the 
Legality of the Motive. We are not, ſays 


he, to deſtroy Life, but are bound to pre- 


ſerve it, if we would act in Compliance 
with the Command, which faith, 
«© Thou ſhalt not kill” The Com- 
mandment, I ſuppoſe, means intentio- 
nal Killing; but how dying by a Diſeaſe 
1ncident to the human Frame, and not 
brought upon yourſelf, and therefore 
for which you are not accountable, can 
be call'd Killing, concerns him to prove. 


Nov lo! the Frailty of all human Wiſ- 
dom ; even that very Wiſdom which 


teacheth Obedience to the moral Law, 
is in the Act itſelf of breaking it, by 


Playing too near the Hole of the Aſp, 
an 


venturing upon the Verge of Self- 
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to be reſiſted, that every Perſon who 
ſubmits to Inoculation, hazards his 
Life in the Wheel of Fortune, where, 
tho' there be more Prizes than Blanks, 
yet ſtill it is a Lottery, and who knows 
his Lot will not come up, © to go 
« down to the Stones of the Pit?“ Thus, 

Dum vitant ſtulti vitia, in contraria 

currunt. 

The Dr. is aware of this, and fome- 
where ſays, this Objection is very 
« important, and deſerves a careful 
&« Examination; for if it be ſinful, it 
ce jg becauſe it is dangerous.“ This, 
'tis true, is a good Argument againſt it, 
but in my Opinion not the only one. 
— The Motive from whence it pro- 
ceeds originally, ought likewiſe to be 
attentively conſider'd, but having touch- 
ed upon this Head in another Place, 
ſhall not reſume here. However he 
goes on to aver, that there is a fairer 
Chance of Succeſs in this than in the 
natural Way, and from thence wiſely 
infers, © of two Evils we are to chuſe 
« the leaſt; i. e. we are to commit a 
0 greater moral Evil, to obtain a leſs 

ce natural 


4 natural of one; and in ordef to do this, 
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et he ſends his Patient without Fee or 
% Reward, to implore the Bleſſing of 
« that God upon the Means uſed, who 
« hath declared himſelf a Hater of 
e Iniquity, and that no Evil ſhall dwell 
« with him.” — Was ever * 
ſo divine! 

I ſhall now take my Ws of this car- 
dinal Point urged in favour of the Prac- 


tice condemned, with aſking you a 
ſimple nn. — You are a Sportſ- 
nd 


man and love Hunting. Did you ne- 
ver obſerve with a mixture of Admira- 


tion and Pleaſure, with what Art the 
little Creature. doubles, to elude the 


crying Death, juſt opening upon her? 


Ut Canis in vacuo Leporem cum Gallicus arvo 
Vidit; et hic prædam pedibus petit, ills ſalutem : 
Alter inheſura fimilis, jam jamque tenere 
Sperat, et extento ftringit veſtigia roſtro: 

Alter in ambiguo eſt, an fit deprenſus ; et ipſis 


Morſi bus eripitur; tangentiaque ora relinquit. 


The Poet's Deſcription is extremely 
beautiful, nor is the Manner of the 
ſprightly Animal leſs ſo. Who does not 


commend Puſs for it? Is ſhe not in the 
right 
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rigbt of it? And does ſhe not act up 
IS the Dignity of her Nature, and the 
Degree of Infin#- im planted in her? 
Apply this to the Caſe Nike us, and 
the Ratio of the Proportion will ſtand 
thus. — Let it repreſent Jobn, the Per- 
ſon hunted, and let A, B, C, D, E, F, G, 
&c. down to Z, repreſent the Pack of 
Dogs, i. e. the Number of Potts, or the 
Degree of Danger to which he is ex- 
poſed. Now, what a poor, pitiful Con- 
dition 1s Yobn in? Is not the Man put 
to his Wits End, as the Saying is? And 
does it not behove him to turn Here and 
Zbere for Safety? To be indolent now, 
would argue unwarrantable Pre ſumpti- 
' an, and not Faith. No Means can be 
illicitly uſed, by which he may extri- 
cate his Neck out of the Halter. The 
Sentiment and Authority are both bor- 
rowed from a Line in Horace, where 
the Poet puts theſe Words into -the 
Mouth of a Miſer, 


| Puerenda Pecunia primum ; ; 
Virtus Polt Nummos: — U 


Ah, sir, you may ſmile at the F atiliry 
F | of 
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of the Compariſon as long as you pleaſe, 
but, let me tell you, Similitudes, when 
. deſcriptively drawn elucidate Diffi- 
culties much, and ſooner point to the 
Ridicule, which lies ſhaded under the 
Veil of hard Words and oſtentatious 
Science. — It ſeems indeed at firſt Sight 
to be a little ungenteel, but treating a 
plain Subject in a ſcholaftic Manner, 
tho' it be a ſtale Trick, is nevertheleſs 
by ſome practiſed with Succeſs, and I 
believe many a Reader admires an Au- 
thor,. who handles the Matter learnedly, 
alcho he underſtands never a Word of 
: Nay, I have actually known a Diſ- 
cit from the Pulpit pleaſe, for being 
delivered ina Style above the Reach of 
the Audience, 

Beſides this formidable one, there are 
ſeveral other Arguments raked - toge- 
ther, ſcarce any of which is worth tak- 
ing Notice of, unleſs it be this that fol- 
lows, which No-body but a Man of his 
Senſe would have mentioned. — It is 
an Argument taken from the Stupidity 
of Di vines, who, he ſays, are of Opini- 
| ON, 


(43) 

on, that the Practice of Inoculation 5 
comes from the Devil. Ho 
I believe he lies under a ſort of Miſ- 
take here; it may have been a Sur- 
miſe of ſome Divines, that the Diſeaſe 
with which God permitted the Devil to 
afflict his Servant Job, was no other 
than the Small-Pox, but this does not 
prove that the Devil was the firſt In- 
ventor of Inoculation, or that any Di- 
vine ever faid fo, — This inviſible evil 
Spirit has been Picrured to us under va- 
rious Shapes, but it is ſurely too low and 
ridiculous a Conceit to make a Surgeon 
of him ;—beſides, tis a Surgeon's Buſi- 
neſs to heal and cure, as well as to make 
Wounds by Inciſion, and © if Satan riſe 
« againſt Satan, how then ſhall his 
«© Kingdom ſtand ?” In ſhort, it may 
with a great deal more Colour of Truth 
be affirmed, that the Devil was a Tin- 
ker from the Beginning—a Set of Peo- 
ple well known to beat two Holes be- 
fore they'll mend one in a Kettle, I 
have been, puzzling my Brains a long 
While to try to find out what could in- 
duce the Dr. to bring this as an Argu- 
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ment in his Favour, and aftet much 
Scrutiny and Reſearch, have gueſſed to 
be this: = That in order to prepoſſeſs 
the Minds of his Readets againſt the 
Fears of Inoculation, moſt of whom he 
might imagine would be Perſons of a re- 
fined Taſte; no Expedient would be 
likelier to take than the mention of this 
popular Bugbear. Every Body knowys 
the Hiſtory of the Devil is now look'd 
upon by moſt People, eſpecially thoſe 
of a delicate Complexion, as an idle 
Romance, or the Infant Tale of a fa- 
bulons Nurſe; nay, I queſtion much 
whether the Exiſtence of ſuch a Thing 
does not begin to be diſputed even by 
the Vulgar themſelves. —It is very ſur- 
priſing to conſider how far this faſhi- 
onable Prejudice has carried Thouſands 
in this Age of religious Free- thinking, 
even to the Excluſion of Virtue itſelf. 
-— Many a good Sermon has loſt its hap- 
Influence upon the Morals of the 
eople, only becauſe it has been cram- 
med with a Repetition of the Story of 
Bel and the Dragon told by ſome di- 
vine old Woman, ſtanding in a _ 


Gy) 
It is to no Purpoſe to be ſerious 1 in con- 
futing theſe Gentlemen of intimidated 
Spirit; neither indeed do I chooſe to do 
it, leſt I ſhould be deemed an old Wo- 
man myſelf, but inſtead thereof, ſhall 
heartily beg the pious Reader's Pardon 
for treating a ſolemn ne with Le- 
vity and Grimace. 

As this laſt Argument in favour of 
Inoculation was one of the riſble Kind, 
ſo the next that follows is of a more e 
date Nature. © I wiſh there be not 
« ſome, whoare ſecretly diſpleaſed with 
ce Inoculation, becauſe God has bleſſed 
te it to the Preſervation of the Royal 
« Family; but if they will not uſe a 
«© proper Means for ſecuring themſelves 
c becauſcit bath been ſucceſsful to them, 
<« I know not which is moſt predomi- 
* nant in them, Madneſs or Folly,” 

Now, Sir, is it not a hard Caſe, that 
x Perſon who writes againſt Inoculati- 
on, muſt lie under the undeſerved Scan- 

dal of Diſaffection to the moſt illuſtri- 
ous Family on the Throne? I don't 
doubt in the leaſt but you will anſwer 
in the Affirmative, tho' I may be bold 
I 0 
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to ſay, there's not a Man in the King- 
dom wiſhes better, or would do more 
(were it in your Power) for that Royal 
Houſe, than yourſelf; and I hope Imay 
be permitted to ſay it without Boaſting, 
I have ſo much Charity for the Author, 
that notwithſtanding he diſſents from 
me in Opinion, I eſteem him never the 
leſs upon that Account; but give me 
Leave to obſerve, if he had ſpared this 
ill- natured Cenſure, he might. have 
paſſed equally as well for a Friend to 
the preſent happy Eſtabliſnment in the 
Judgment of fagacious and penetrating 
Heads. This and the former Argu- 
ment it is humbly conceived ſerve rather 
to weaken than ſtrengthen the Cauſe, 
ſince the Prejudice may be retorted up- 
on himſelf: „Happy is he who con- 
« demneth not himſelf in the Thing 
« he alloweth,” 

It will be readily granted that the 
Origin of a good Tang: is no Objection 
to the Uſe of it. Suppoſing Inoculati- 

on to have come from the Turks, or 

even from the Devil, (which by the Bye, 

no 3 could ever poſſibly a 
1 
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if he did; he muſt be 4 ſtupid Divine 
indeed; becauſe the Succeſs it is ge- 
nerally ſeen to be attended with muſt 
contradict the Verdict of his Reaſon, 
and it would be to no Purpoſe to quote 
his Practice upon Job, as an Inſtance 
of it, who; poor Man! was miſerably 
maul d from Head to Foot, and there- 
fore tis very unlikely that an Inventi- 
on ſo apparently deſtructive to the ani- 
mal CEconomy in the firſt Trial, ſhould 
be propagated down to us) I fay, pro- 
vided it could be proved to be Right, 
Lawful, and Chriſtian in itſelf (no mat- 
ter where it took Riſe) to apply it to 
the Service of Mankind, would be ſo 
far from being a Crime or a Sin, that it 
would on the contrary be an Act of the 
higheſt Prudence and Charity: — This 
is the Thing to be diſcuſſed. But how 
ſhall a Man know whether it be or be 
not? — By what Criterion, Mark, or 
Teſt are we to judge of its Authentici- 
ty and Rectitude? - Go to your Bible 
and conſult that. The Obledtor ſays, 
% hen a Man is convinced in his ow 
ce Conſcience, that it is his Duty to _ 

this 
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« this Method for his Preſervation, io 
« a Time of threatening Danger, then 
it may lawfully be od, ſuppoſing, 
« which he hopes is frequently the 
« Caſe, that this is his ſettled Tok 
<« ment, after the moſt humble Prayer 
«to God, for his Direction, and - of 
«© moſt honeſt and exact Enquiry into 
« the Matter.” But is this a Time to 
form a ſettled Judgment, when every 
Senſe turns Orator, and his Fears have 
already determined his Reaſon? He 
may make the moſt humble Prayer to 
God for his Direction, but I am afraid 
not the moſt honeſt and exact Enquiry 
into the Matter. | 
So that upon the whole, all we have 
been endeavouring to find out, amounts 
in Reality to no more than this: lt is 
an Error of Judgment, only, when a 
Man gives into the Practice. But how 
come you to incurr this Error of Judg- 
ment? I allow you are not to blame 
for acting in purſuance of your Judg- 
ment and Self- Perſuaſion, I mean, inde- 
pendent of the Error. The Caſe of the 
Turks mentioned by Sir Paul Ricault 


in 


in his. Accbudt of the O hann Ense, 

and quoted by our Author, will explain 
| My Meaning a little more fully. iz They 
(the Tyrks) were not in the wrong for 
meeting, I had almoſt faid; provoking 


and Reſignation, ſo much as for not en- 
deavouring to correct their miſtaken 
Opinion of a predeterminated Fate, 


which led theſe over- heated Bigots di- 


rectly to it in Practice. External Wor- 
ſhip and his Morality always were and 
os will be correſpondent to a Man's 
decent or indecent Conceptions of Re- 
ligion; but if People will take Things 
upon Truſt, without due Examination, 
and through previous Influence follow 
the Glow- Worm of a fond Imaginati- 
on, when they might enjoy the Guidance 
of a more ſure Word of Prophecy, their 
Conduct juſtly deſerves to be judged and 
openly expoſed — like the Jewiſh Law- 
yers of old, whom our Saviour woeful- 
ly reprimanded for Innovation, and 
making void the written Directory by 
their ovyn uncertain Tradition, and con- 
. N rejecting the Counſel of God. 
G What 


Death, with undaunted Cheer fulneſfſss 
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What leſs than ſuch Rei eon are 


they guilty of, who can heſitate a Mo- 
ment about the Unlawfulneſs of Inocu- 


lation? — Scripture is in itſelf, what a 


Poem ought to be, implex duntaxat et 
unum ; and the Reaſon it does not ap- 

equally ſhining. to every Examiner 
is not for want of being clear in itſelf, 
but becauſe all do not look at this Trea- 


ſure of intellectual Light, alike and 
through the ſame Medium. The gene- 


rality of Readers (if ever ſuch read it at 
all) behold this lucid Sun of Righteouſ- 


neſs, this mental Shechinah, the Oracle 


of the Moſaic Tabernacle, through a 


Glaſs darkly, even the corrupted Mir. 


rour of effeminate Affection; and there- 


fore to pick and cull here ind there a 


Spark, and then to contraſt it to the 


whole illuminating Body, is juſt the 


ſame Perverſeneſs, as for a Madman to 
affirm, that a little Streamlet overflow- 


ing its Bank is of equal Magnitude and 
Force againſt the united Current of the 


rapid River. Would People apply 


themſelves to this ſacred Volume of 
&r uction without Prejudice or Partiali- 


Oy, 


1 
ty, I am perſuaded the preceding Senti> 
ments muſt appear /ri4ing, and be 
thought to be in fact what they are re- 


preſented: And give me Leave to fay it, 


without pretending to a Penetration 
above others, the Cuſtom diſputed is by 
no Means defenſible upon the Principles 
of Chriſtianity, nor even of Deiſin itſelf. 
For does it not tend indirectly in its ſa- 
lutary Conſequence to deprave the Mo- 
rals of the People? And it may very juſtly 
be queried, whether, were it to become 
univerſal, it would not produce univer- 
fal Licentiouſneſs? — The Author has 
hinted at this in one Place, and hopes 
that none will dare to abuſe fo uſeful a 
Remedy to the Occaſion of Sin. Per- 
ſons of mature Age and conſiderate Con- 
duct live and very conſiſtently in a reli- 
gious Fear of the Small-Pox, by practiſ- 
ing the Virtues of Moderation, Sobrie- 
ty, and Temperance; but if they could 
be aſſured of an infallible Specrfic to pre- 
vent thoſe Fears (ſuch is the Deceitful- 
neſs of our Nature) in all Probability, 
they would be ready enough to break 
through theſe Reſtraints, and give them- 
G 2 ſelves 


Ginn up to Linz iy, - *"_ affd 
ſpiritual Supinity. 80 that theſe con- 
ſtitutional Diſtempers (if we may ſo call 
them): ſerve very excellent Purpoſes, 
and to oppoſe them is to oppoſe God's 
Government of the moral World 
Affliction is originally the Lot and Con- 
dition of human Nature. — Man is 
6 born to Trouble, as the Sparks fly 
« upwards: Vet Afflictions come not 
*« out of the Duſt, neither does Trou- 
ce ble ſpring out of the Ground. They 
are ordained by infinite Wiſdom, and 
imply neither Severity nor Injuſtice in 
the Deity, as happily tending to wean 
us from this low, groveling Scene of 
Things, to draw us out of ourſelves, 
and to fix the Attention upon that State 
of Exiſtence which is perpetually ex- 
alted. It may not be impertinent to 
aſk here, that, if Inoculation be attend- 
ed with ſo malign an Influence, is it 
not likely the Deity will interpoſe to 
ſuſpend the moral Evil iſſuing from 
the . abuſed Succeſs? To which I 
anſwer, And ſo he may, to prevent de | 


* 
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the moral Evil committed under the - 
Sun. And what UM de the Con- 
ſequence of ſuch Interpoſition * ? Only 
this trifling one, of ſuperſeding the 
Neceſſity of a future Judgment, by 
anticipating, the Effects of Virtue and 
Vice before the Time. But Man 
as a free Agent, muſt act upon the 
Principles of Liberty, and I doubt not 
will continue ſo to act till the final 
Conſummation of all Things, when 
we are to receive the full adequate 
Reward of our Actions. To con- 
clude; it is hoped that nothing which 
hath been ſaid will be conſidered to 
have come from any other. Motive 
than a ſincete Love of Truth-and cor- 
dial Benevolence towards Mankind, 
and as not intended to reflect upon 
any one ſingle Perſon of what Dig- 
nity or Denomination ſever, — the 
Writer being determined in this and 
his private Diſcourſe, to behave ac- 
cording to the charitable Diſpoſition 
of the true Proteſtant Church, * en- 


« deavouring always to keep the 
00 * 


W 


Your moſt obedient, 


— 
* . 


o * 


Humble Servant, &cc. 


